EAST FAIRFIELD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor: Kristen Buchs
Organist: Ruth Rowley	Ministers: The Congregation               
Pianist: Nancy Setinsek                                 Choir Director:   Randy Hart
                                       Sunday, July 26, 2026
                                Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
                                             
                          *Please stand in body or spirit as you are able

Welcome!   We invite you to take this time to prepare for worship.  In these
moments, quiet your inner voice, become aware of being in community with
others, and open your heart and mind to the leading of the Holy Spirit.



  GATHERING               “The Gentle Shepherd”                           - Riggs
                                         “Thou Art My Savior”                             - Price
	CHRIST LIGHT ENTERS

	MISSIONS AND MINISTRY UPDATES     	Deann Davis, Liturgist

[bookmark: _Hlk134705891]PREPARING OUR HEARTS AND MINDS FOR WORSHIP

	WORDS OF PREPARATION AND CENTERING

	PRELUDE                “Have Thine Own Way, Lord”                - Stebbins	
[bookmark: _Hlk134705870]
*CALL TO WORSHIP   
	L: 	God scatters the seeds of reconciliation and love, and waits … 
	P: 	So much of it lands on flat pathways or rocky roads and 
		won’t take root … 
	L:	God scatters the seeds of healing and hope, and waits … 
 	P: 	Shallowness and fear claim the seeds and they cannot live. 

	L:	God scatters the seeds of redemption and peace, and waits …
	P:	These are the places of deep growth where the seed will cast 
		down strong roots. 
	L:	Welcome this day to a seed-scattering station! 
	P:	May our hearts be the rich soil in which God’s love takes root. 

(Call to Worship #1 Ministry Matters – Worship Connection, 
7/16/23, by Nancy C. Townley)

*OPENING PRAYER
	Gracious and Generous God, You are the Sower of every good seed, 
	casting Your Word into the soil of our hearts. Today, we come before 
	You with open hands and open lives, ready to receive what You long 
	to plant within us. Make our hearts rich soil – deep , soft, and 
	ready – so that Your truth may take root and grow. 

	As we worship, let Your Spirit water the seeds of faith. Let Your light 
	shine upon us, that we may bear fruit – thirty, sixty, a hundredfold -
	for Your glory and the good of the world.  We offer this time, our 
	voices, and our lives to You. In Jesus’ name. AMEN.

*OPENING HYMN    “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”	 UMH #139
    
	READING FROM THE PSALMS        Psalm 105:1-11 (NIV)       page 487

	CHILDREN’S MOMENT

	SPECIAL MUSIC                                                              - Linda Marten

	OFFERING OURSELVES & OUR GIFTS
		  INVITATION
		  OFFERTORY                “In the Garden”                                 - Miles                
		*DOXOLOGY	      UMH #95
		*DEDICATION OF GIFTS

SEEKING GOD’S WORD

	OLD TESTAMENT READING      Genesis 29:15-28 (NIV)               page 23

	SHARING OF JOYS & CONCERNS
	SILENT PRAYER 
	PASTORAL PRAYER 
	THE LORD’S PRAYER

*HYMN                   “Forth in Thy Name, O Lord”	UMH #438

	SERMON TEXT               Luke 8:4-15 (NIV)       
               
	SERMON            “How Is Your Garden Growing?”        Pastor Kristen
    Prayer of Dedication		

[bookmark: _Hlk136522039]RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

*CLOSING HYMN  “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations”   UMH #569

SENDING FORTH WITH BLESSING
*BLESSING
	LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES INTO THE WORLD
~ Go with joy to serve the Lord ~

As we conclude our service, please join us downstairs for a time to relax, continue conversations, and enjoy coffee and refreshments.



Altar flowers are from Joyce Ward 
in celebration of Deann Davis’ 65th birthday.


Sound: Bill Rowley
Computer: Vicki Freeman
Livestream:   Keith Wilhelm


Liturgist Next Sunday, August 2:  Grant Roberts

Please keep in mind that the service is live-streamed and
recorded for public access. Please keep prayer requests 
brief and do not use last names or identifying details.


PRAYER REQUESTS                                                    JULY 26, 2026
To submit a prayer request call Denise at 330-457-2465 or 330-727-9832
If you desire a home or hospital visit call Pastor Kristen (216-559-9893)
Prayer Blankets: call Joyce Ward (330-692-3346)


Marcia M 	
Chaney (Denise W) – recovering at home after July 20 surgery.	
Rex – (Jerry Peppel’s friend) 	
Melissa (Grant & Missy’s niece) – cancer. Continued prayers appreciated.	
Mike (husband of Kay’s granddaughter) – liver biopsy.	
Jim B – passed away Saturday, July 11. Keep the family in your prayers.	

Lee & Joann (Matt Stevens’ parents) car accident. In rehab.	
Keith (Bettianne’s grandson) – graduated college June 19. 	
Gavin (Bettianne’s grandson) – graduates college Aug. 9.	
Rick (Jim’s neighbor) – cancer.	
Blake (Elaine’s grandson) – medical issues.	
Bob & his sister, Karen    (Sparky) - both have cancer.	
Cindy W - seeing a chiropractor for neuropathy.  Pray for good results.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


HOMEBOUND 	
[bookmark: _Hlk198813079]   Dolly K.                         	Bill & Barb H.            	Bob D      (Parkside)	
   Tom & Marie	Linda S.	Walt D.    (Christian House)	                        
   Dorothy F.                         	Esther C.                  	Zelda C.   (Whispering Pines)	
   Anita M.				
                                                              
IN MINISTRY  	    
[bookmark: _Hlk175744163][bookmark: _Hlk175744199]   Kristen Buchs	              Edie Boles                    Jeff Pellin	

Church:	330-457-2465        	      Pastor Kristen: 216-559-9893
Ch Email:efumc@comcast.net	      Email: pastorkristen0712@gmail.com
Web: www.eastfairfieldumc.com	
CCLI #  1994841                                         CVLI #504 011 134
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Pastor Kristen Buchs
216-559-9893
45675 State Route 558
New Waterford, OH 44445

“Working, playing, and praying together on our
faith journey, to share Jesus Christ with everyone.”


















	Sun
	Mon
	   Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	July 26
  9:30 Worship

10:30 Coffee 

10:45 Sunday            
          School
	July 27
 

	July 28
  8:00 Men’s   
  Coffee at
Larrys pavilion

Newsletter
Deadline

	July 29
 

	July 30
 
9:00 Mailing Com.

	July 31
Pastor’s Day Off
Office Closed
	Aug. 1



	Aug. 2
Communion

  9:30 Worship

10:30 Coffee 

10:45 Sunday            
          School

	Aug. 3
.
	Aug. 4
  8:00 Men’s   
  Coffee at
Larrys pavilion
	Aug. 5

	Aug. 6

	Aug. 7
Pastor’s Day Off
Office Closed

	Aug. 8



	Aug. 9
  9:30 Worship
        (Edie Boles)

10:30 Coffee 

10:45 Sunday            
          School

	Aug. 10
	Aug. 11
  8:00 Men’s   
  Coffee at
Larrys pavilion
(Ladies’ Day)
	Aug. 12

6:00 
Comforing Cards at Mt. Zion
	Aug. 13
	Aug. 14
Pastor’s Day Off
Office Closed
	Aug. 15

5:00 PM
Corn Roast at
Trinity

	Aug. 16
  9:30 Worship

10:30 Coffee 

10:45 Sunday            
          School


	 Aug. 17

 7:00
 Leadership   
 Board
	Aug. 18
  8:00 Men’s   
  Coffee
	Aug. 19
	Aug. 20

10:00 Congregational Care Meeting
	Aug. 21 
Pastor’s Day Off
Office Closed
	Aug. 22


8:30-10:00
Caring for
God’s Lambs at 
Trinity

	Aug. 23
  9:30 Worship

10:30 Coffee 

10:45 Sunday            
          School


	 Aug. 24
 
 12:00 Joy  
 Circle  
 Women’s 
 Luncheon
	Aug. 25
  8:00 Men’s   
  Coffee 

Newsletter Deadline

  (9:00 – 3:00)
District Strategy with DS Liming
at E. Fairfield

	Aug. 26
	Aug. 27

Newsletter
Mailing
	Aug. 28
Pastor’s Day Off
Office Closed

5:30 PM
Making
ice cream
	Aug. 29

4:30-7:00
Ice Cream
Festival

	Aug. 30
  9:30 Worship

10:30 Coffee 

10:45 Sunday            
          School

	 Aug. 31
	
	
	
	
	




LAY SERVANT MINISTRY FALL CLASSES
Sat., Nov. 14, 8:00 am – 5 pm, at Western Reserve UMC.  $35
Pick up a flyer on the small stand in the foyer.


LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE  (July 19)
 In-Person: 61       Online: 27



Mission of the Month
Fund # 2 – General Mission Fund
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	Update on Mission Giving for 2026

	FUND
	NAME OF FUND
	NEED
	RECEIVED
	STILL NEED

	  2
	General Mission Fund
	5,099
	4,722
	377

	33
	4C’s
	125
	675
	0

	32
	Cub Scouts
	150
	505
	0

	37
	Way Station
	150
	160
	0

	22
	Flat Rock
	175
	265
	0

	64

	Farmer to Farmer – Liberia
	300
	360
	0

	13
	UMCOR Sunday
	Any
Donation
	75
	

	21
	UMCOR – U.S. Disasters 
	Any
Donation
	5
	

	14
	Blanket Sunday
	Any
Donation
	65
	

	15
	Peace With Justice
	Any
Donation
	0
	

	16
	World Communion
	Any
Donation
	0
	

	17
	Student Day
	Any
Donation
	0
	

	46
	Heroes & Halos
	Any
Donation
	100
	

	63
	InStep Program
	Any
Donation
	30
	

	38
	Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
	
	118   plus     90
	




Fund Balances as of end of JUNE
	     Fund #  1  		Ministry Operating     -11,238
   	     Fund #  2  		Mission Fund                3,293
 	     Fund #  3   		Building Fund             35,765
   	     Fund # 28  		Elevator Fund               7,771
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“But the one who received seed on
the good soil is the man who hears
the word and understands it.”




